F-1-111 Circa 1880
Sophie Graff Bacon House

Buckeystown

Private

The Sophie Graff Bacon House was built circa 1880 after Sophie
Graff and her sister, Elizabeth, purchased the land from Daniel
Baker and his wife in 1879. The house is particularly significant
in Buckeystown as the only example of Second Empire style ever
constructed in the town.

According to Williams', History of Frederick County, Sophie Graff
was the wife of Reverend Thomas Scott Bacon. In 1906, Sophie
Graff died and left her estate to her sister, Elizabeth, and
brother, John P. Graff.

John P. Graff lived in the farm between Lime Kiln and Buckeystown
and built "a two story brick dwelling, a bank barn, and all the
needed outbuildings. In the spring of 1909, Mr. Graff retired
from farming and removed to his present home in Buckeystown." In
1927, John Graff died and willed the property to four heirs,
Theresa Green, John Paul Graff, Roger Edwin Graff, and May G.
Amistead.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sophie Graff Bacon House is a frame three story Second Empire
style residence with mansard roof which faces east from the west side
of Route 85 in Buckeystown.

The principal facade is five bays wide. The main entrance, a replaced
paneled door is located in the third bay. A small 2/2 window is
located over the main entrance in the third bay on the second level.

Occupying the remaining bays are original double hung 2/2 sashes which
have been covered by storm windows. A1l windows are flanked by replaced
aluminum louvered shutters. Two pedimented 2/2 dormer windows extend
from the mansard roof in the second and fourth bay.

An original frame columned porch extends across the front of the build-
ing on the first level.

The north and south elevations of the house are each three bays wide

with identical fenestration as the east elevation except for a paneled
three bay window which extends on each side of the house in the northeast
and southeast corners.

A large corbeled brick chimney rises from the southwest corner of the
building. The building is covered by an original mansard roof with
shingles which replaced an original slate roof.

The building which is constructed on a low random stone foundation was
originally covered with novelty or German siding which has recently
been covered with vinyl siding significantly altering the character of
the house which was originally constructed circa 1880.

The house is particularly significant in Buckeystown as the only
example of Second Empire style ever constructed in the town.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sophie Graff Bacon House was built c¢. 1880 after Sophie Graff and
her sister, Elizabeth, purchased the land from Daniel Baker and his
wife in 1879.1

According to Wiliiams', History of Frederick County, Sophie Graff was
the wife of Reverend Thomas Scott Bacon.¢ In 1906, Sophie Graff died
and left her estate to her sister, Elizabeth, and brother, John P. Graff.3

John P. Graff lived in the farm between Lime Kiln and Buckeystown and
built "a two story brick dwelling, a bank barn, and all the needed
outbuildings. In the spring of 1909, Mr. Graff retired from farming
and removed to his present home in Buckeystown.“4 In 1927, John Graff
died and willed the property to four heirs, Theresa Green, John Paul
Graff, Roger Edwin Graff, and May G. Amistead.®

In 1940, the remaining heirs deeded the property to Theresa Green who
lived in the house until 1945. The house has been owned by the Poole
Family since that time.

IFrederick County Land Records, Liber TG 12; Folio 485.
27.J.C. Williams, p. 1412.

3Frederick County Probate Records, Liber SDT 1; Folio 519.
“Hilliams, p. 1412.
SFrederick County Probate Records, Liber MFS 1; Folio 258.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
EE1FORM PREPARED BY c1h
NAME / TITLE
Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst
ORGANIZATION DATE
Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 7/31/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
12 East Church St., Winchester Hall 694-1063
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Frederick Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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